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GRADE 7 
SCOPE 
The seventh grade middle school program will study historical content from Ancient Greece and Rome to the 
Renaissance period. 
 

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS 
The course is organized around these essential questions: 

 How can Social Studies be accurately interpreted? 

 How does geography influence the growth of civilizations? 

 What impact does trade/economics have on the organization of daily life of people?  

 What are the evolving principles and ideals that have shaped government over time? 

 How does the legacy of civilizations impact their interaction throughout history?  

 What lessons can current events teach us about the past, present, and future?  

 What are the causes of group-targeted violence and how does group-targeted violence manifest itself in 
the curriculum of grade 7 Social Studies (e.g. Spanish Inquisition)? To what extent was the response to 
group-targeted violence helpful or harmful? 

 

TEXTS 
Academic:  Human Heritage (McGraw Hill) 
Honors:  Ancient Rome, Ancient Greece, European World, Age of Voyages (Oxford) 
 

 
 

GRADE 8 
SCOPE 
Issues of freedom, justice, and tolerance are studied in eighth grade United States History which covers the 
pre-American Revolution Era through the Civil War Era. 
 

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS 
The course is organized around these essential questions: 

 How can Social Studies be accurately interpreted?  

 What power do citizens have in their government? 

 How has the search for liberty and equality shaped the development of American society? 

 How do people resolve conflict? 

 How does geography influence the development of the United States? 

 What lessons can current events teach us about the past, present and future? 

 What are the causes of group-targeted violence and how does group-targeted violence manifest itself in 
the curriculum of grade 8 Social Studies (e.g. Trail of Tears)? To what extent was the response to group-
targeted violence helpful or harmful? 

 

TEXTS 
Academic: The American Nation, beginning to 1877 (Prentice Hall) 
Honors: The American Nation, beginning to 1877 (Prentice Hall) 
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GIFTED PROGRAM 
SCOPE 
The middle level gifted program parallels the social studies content material found in the core social studies 
programs. The gifted classes emphasize oral communications, organization, written communication, research, 
independence, leadership, evaluation, and creativity as found in the GIEP.  
 

TEXTS 
7th 

Ancient Rome, Ancient Greece, European World, Age of Voyages (Oxford) 
 
8th  
Creating America, a history of the United States, Beginnings through Reconstruction (McDougal Littell)  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 


